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John H. (Jack) Hickey is a graduate of Florida State 

University (magna cum laude, Phi Beta Kappa) and of 

Duke Law School. He is Double Board Certified by The 

Florida Bar in Civil Trial and Admiralty and Maritime Law. Hickey is Past President 

of the Dade County Bar Association and currently serves on The Florida Bar Board 

of Governors. He is rated AV Preeminent® by Martindale-Hubbell and has been 

named by his peers to the “Legal Elite” by Florida Trend magazine, as a Top Lawyer 

by the South Florida Legal Guide, and as a “Super Lawyer” by Superlawyers.com.

For the first part of his career, Hickey was a defense lawyer for cruise lines, 

railroads, and insurance companies. For the past 17 years, Hickey has been on 

the other side, representing people in personal injury and wrongful death cases 

in the areas of cruise line claims, products liability, premises liability, auto and 

truck accidents, and medical malpractice. He also practices complex commercial 

litigation. Hickey has won many multimillion-dollar jury verdicts.
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Shannon L. Rountree is a seasoned probate attorney 

with a strong litigation background having collectively 

tried over 100 jury and non-jury trials. With an AV 

Preeminent® Peer Review Rating® and a 5.0 Client Review Rating® through 

Martindale-Hubbell®, she has received the highest recognitions given to attorneys 

by their peers and clients. In 2013, Shannon was distinguished as a top attorney 

in Florida Trend’s Florida Legal Elite™.

Through her active participation with the Probate and Trust Law Division of the 

Real Property Probate and Trust Law Section of the Florida Bar, Shannon is at the 

forefront of new legislation affecting probate and trust matters. She is currently 

serving on a subcommittee tasked to draft new legislation to address the 

admissibility of examining reports in guardianship proceedings.

Shannon represents nationwide clients on estate, trust and guardianship matters 

throughout Florida. She places a strong emphasis on direct and open client 

communication while providing cost-effective lawyer services. With her courtroom 

experience and well-versed knowledge of current and upcoming laws, Shannon 

is able to efficiently navigate her way through complex estates while drafting 

estate plans aimed at minimizing litigation potential.
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Arthur J. Laplante of the national law firm Hinshaw 

& Culbertson LLP is an experienced trial lawyer who 

concentrates his practice in national and regional representation of Fortune 500® 

clients throughout the country. He is also national trial counsel for companies 

involving trucking, products liability, and professional liability as lead trial counsel 

on matters going before a jury and to verdict throughout the country. Mr. Laplante’s 

practice includes representation of clients in complex, multidistrict and class action 

litigation. His approach includes early evaluation and defense plan; resolution by 

ADR when reasonable and appropriate; and trial when necessary and warranted. 

His areas of specialty include professional liability, products liability, transpor-

tation and retail. Mr. Laplante is rated by Martindale Hubbell as an AV Preeminent® 

Lawyer and is a member of the American Board of Trial Advocates. Mr. Laplante 

is admitted to the Florida Bar and the U.S. District Courts for the Southern, Middle 

and Northern Districts of Florida. 
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Gregory Tendrich represents investors, brokerage firms 

and stockbrokers in all securities and investment 

related disputes.

On behalf of the investor, the firm seeks the recovery of losses stemming from 

mismanagement, misrepresentation, churning, unauthorized trading, fraud, 

negligence, breach of fiduciary duty, elderly abuse and unsuitable investments.

On behalf of brokerage firms and stockbrokers, the firm assists with employment 

and licensing issues, wrongful termination, contract disputes, compensation, debt 

collection, U-4 & U-5 issues, and regulatory enforcement and disciplinary actions 

pursued by the SEC, FINRA, NFA and other agencies.

Mr. Tendrich earned his law degree from the University of Miami in 1987 and 

received a BSM from Tulane University School of Business in 1984. He is a former 

Assistant Public Defender in Palm Beach County and spent a decade as Assistant 

General Counsel to several brokerage firms including First Union and Wachovia. 

Mr. Tendrich is a Florida Supreme Court Certified County Court Mediator and is 

the immediate past Chair of the Florida Bar’s Fifteenth Circuit Grievance Committee 

“G.” He is also a Certified Arbitrator and Mediator with FINRA.  
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